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III:  PROGRESS ON WVL-SA PROJECT OUTCOMES 
 
Year Two Contribution to Ultimate Outcome  
 
Ultimate outcome of WVL- Increased enjoyment of human rights by 

 
 
The ultimate objective of this grant is to contribute to 

Empowerment (GEWE) in South Africa. The WVL-SA 
project fund contributes in tangible ways to this goal 
through the programmes implemented by grantees. 
Through the short-term Rapid Response grants, 

WROs) are able to 
quickly respond to emerging and urgent needs of 
women and girls at the community level.  
 
WROs received funding at the early stages of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Grantee interventions responded 
directly to humanitarian and psychosocial services that 
benefited mostly women and girls.  Interventions 
included food parcel distributions, soup kitchens, 
distribution of protective gear (masks, gloves, 
sanitisers), counselling and other psychosocial support 
services.   
 
The longer term MY Core and Networking grants 
contribute to programmes and the sustainable 
development of WROs governance and organisational 
development whose benefits go beyond the lifespan of 
WVL-SA project. Most significant and important, is that 
through the WVL-SA community, WROs and Networking movements, will be organised and 
galvanised to participate in policy level dialogues with relevant policy makers from 

nd quality of life.  
 
The positive perception of the WVL funding model among WROs (52% thought the model 
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The Baseline Monitor Report provided examples from grantees that point to the future 
impact of the WVL-SA Project. This includes improved outcomes in the criminal justice 
system; changes in attitudes and behaviour; improved mental health; and improved service 
delivery following infrastructure support. Many additional examples can be found in Gender 

March 2021 Learning and Sharing event are available on WVL-SA website and include more 
examples of impact.  
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The project is also highly relevant to 
the South African context and 
responds to the three biggest 
challenges facing the country namely 
high rates of poverty, unemployment 
and inequality (all of which 
disproportionately affect women and 
girls). 

The project also responds to the 

sector in South Africa by channelling 
resources to underfunded 
organizations. 

The design and principles of the 
WVL-SA project respond to two of 
the greatest needs of WROs, notably 
funding and capacity building (74% 
of WROs interviewed said they 
required capacity building and 
related support). 
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We have seen an increase in client walk-ins due to our community legal workers' visibility in the 

community  
 

helped them to access social security, healthcare and basic legal services . . . and we have 
 

 

the girls were not expected this early in the programme. The confidence, the yearning, the hunger, 
the determination, the quest for more knowledge and just generally being open to possibilities are 
some of the changes observed. It has been amazing to observe how one lady who was not so 
confident when we started, changed the day she was given an opportunity to do catering for a . . .  
meeting. She has since registered a company and is enrolling with TVET. It has been such an 

 
 
There were beneficiaries who had suicidal thoughts or had attempted to commit suicide more than 

once, but they reported that after the intensive therapy session they realised there is so much to 
celebrate [despite] hardships, that people look up to them and love them. Women that began the 
therapy sessions very reserved or teary, become friendlier, open and smiled more often than 
before. Some participants opened up about the traumas they had experienced from GBV for the 
very first time. It gave them an opportunity to let go of the pain they had kept for a long time  
 

protection orders, and all the interim orders are granted . . . more are making use of the 
counselling and other services . . .  more court proceedings are finalised by women who are victims 

 
 
 
about gender and sexuality. Positive change can be seen because people now use the correct 
names when addressing people under the queer family
 
 
 
Pathways to change
The following sections detail progress made 
enjoyment of human rights by women and girls and the advancement of gender equality in 

pathways to the intermediate outcomes of WVL-SA 
project.  These are; 
 

 Improved management and sustainability of WRO.  
 Programming and advocacy for gender justice   
 Networking and lobbying for gender justice 

 
Each will be examined in greater depth in the next part of the report.  
  


